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Defense 
disparity 


Alex Abrines is a steady 
shooter, but can he play 
on the other side of the 

ball? 


HEALTHY LIFE | PAGE 1D 


Crystal ball 


prognosis 


There’s more coming in the 
health field for 2018 than 
diets and technologies. 
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Sheriffs’ group subject 
to openness laws, AG says 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


A private organization 
of county sheriffs must 
make its meetings and 
certain records open to 
the public, the attorney 


Sooners’ national championship hopes end with 
double OT loss to Georgia in the Rose Bowl 


Oklahoma’s Baker Mayfield walks off the field following the Sooners’ 54-48 loss to Georgia in double overtime at the Rose Bowl. With 


general has determined. 
The Oklahoma Sher- 
iffs’ Association is sub- 
ject to state openness 
laws because it is “sup- 
ported in part by public 
funds,” Attorney General 
Mike Hunter wrote in an 
opinion requested by a 


state legislator. 

“Accordingly, it meets 
the definition of ‘pub- 
lic body’ and is therefore 
subject to both the Okla- 
homa Open Meeting Act 
and the Oklahoma Open 
Records Act,” Hunter 
concluded. 


The opinion was 
released last week. It 
comes at a time the asso- 
ciation is facing criticism 
for its involvement in 
a program that charges 
criminals 30 percent 
more if their overdue 
fines are turned over to a 


collection agency. 

The association is 
among those being sued 
over the program in fed- 
eral court in Tulsa. The 
civil rights lawsuit alleges 
the program is an extor- 
tion scheme that preys on 
impoverished offenders 


who already find it hard 
to keep up with payments 
while on probation. 

The association has 
made more than $4 mil- 
lion off its administra- 
tive role in that program 
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the loss, Mayfield ends his record-setting career as the Sooners’ quarterback. [PHOTO BY NATE BILLINGS, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


TODAY’S PRAYER 


Heavenly Father, bless children 
in their innocence and may they 
know love and security. Amen. 
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return Wednesday. 


Oklahoma 
ranks high on 
efforts to fight 
tobacco use 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Oklahoma is spending more to com- 
bat tobacco use than most states — but 
it still isn’t close to what experts think 
is needed. 

Oklahoma ranks seventh on spending 
to curb tobacco use, with $19 million 
going to anti-smoking programs in the 
current fiscal year, according a report 
from the Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids. That’s only about 45 percent of 
the $42.3 million the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends 
the states put into encouraging current 
tobacco users to quit and discouraging 
youth from starting to smoke, though. 

Julie Bisbee, spokeswoman for the 
Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust, 
said the report doesn’t fully capture 
Oklahoma’s anti-tobacco efforts, 
because it doesn’t include about $3.8 
million from the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health and county gov- 
ernments. The report noted that Okla- 
homa’s figures should be considered 
preliminary, because the state’s budget 
still isn’t finalized. 

If that funding were included, Okla- 
homa would be tied for third place with 
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Through technology, 
the Osage seek to 
save their language 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


PAWHUSKA — Mogri Lookout had been 
studying the Osage language for three 
decades when, in 2004, he was asked to 
lead the tribe’s efforts to preserve it. 

“It was what I considered to be a dying 
language back then,” he said. 

But interest in the Osage lan- 
guage — like the Osage people — now 
stretches far beyond the tribe’s reser- 
vation in northern Oklahoma to Flor- 
ida, California, Washington and across 
the Atlantic Ocean to Britain. Lookout 
knew he needed a way to teach Osage 
members their native tongue from a 
distance. 

“Not everyone and their mom is going 
to come to Pawhuska, Oklahoma,” said 
Mark Pearson, the Osage Language 
Department’s webmaster. 

The solution lay in Unicode, a world- 
wide computing code for languages. 
Lookout designed Osage characters 
for the code and traveled with Pearson 
to a Unicode conference in California 
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